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This newsletter offer you a special deal, “Two for the price of one.”
Actually it is even a better deal, because you receive two essays dealing
with the date of Christ’s birth completely free.

I decided to rush these two essays because many pastors will be
preaching on “The Birth of Jesus” during the coming two Sabbaths. The
time and resources of pastors are very limited. Often they end up recy-
cling old notes because they do not have access to the latest research.
These two fresh essays should provide a valuable sermon resource to the
thousand of pastors who subscribe to this newsletter. If your pastor does
not receive this newsletter, do him a favor by printing and it passing it on
to him.

The first essay, “Another Look at the Date of Christ’s Birth,” is by
Noel Goh, Pastor and Professor at the Methodist Seminary in Singapore.
The Methodist Church is the largest Christian denomination in Singapore
with the largest Christian seminary in that country. I first met Prof. Goh
about four years ago during my first speaking engagement in Singapore.
He attended the meetings and became interested in our Adventist mes-
sage, especially the Sabbath message. He invited me for lunch in order
to have a private conversation.

During the course of the conversation he expressed the desire to
come to Andrews University for a few days to become better acquainted
with our Adventist history and beliefs. Eventually he came and spent
almost a month on our campus. He eagerly attended all the seminary
classes that he could fit into his schedule and spent long hours in the
library reading and viewing videos related to our Adventist history.
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When he returned home to Singapore, he helped organize a meet-
ing for the local clergy where I delivered two lectures, one on the Bibli-
cal wholistic view of human nature and the other on the change from
Sabbath to Sunday in early Christianity.

Prof. Goh is not an Adventist yet, though he appreciates most of
our fundamental beliefs and lifestyle. At this point I could describe him
as a sabbatarian Methodist. He is a bright and gracious man, who shares
his beliefs with his students and members in a friendly, confessional,
non-confrontational manner.

You will enjoy reading his essay “Another Look at the Date of
Christ’s Birth.” By examining the few time references found in Luke’s
Gospel about Mary, Elizabeth, and Zachariah’s time of service at the
Temple, he reaches the compelling conclusion that most likely Christ
was born in September/October at the time of the Feast of Tabernacles.
You will find his essay simple but very enlightening.

Surprisingly I reached the same conclusion regarding the ap-
proximate date of Christ’s birth, by considering especially the messianic
themes of the Feast of Tabernacles. As you know, the major events of
Christ’s life and ministry are linked in the NT to the ancient Feast of Is-
rael. In a way, the two essays complement each other. They are designed
to help you discuss with your friends the date and meaning of Christ’s
birth from a biblical perspective

The Celebration of Christmas in Some Adventist Churches

What inspired me to hastily post this newsletter is the questions
I have received from several fellow believers about the celebration of
Christmas in some Adventist churches. It is not uncommon for our larger
Adventist churches to have a Christmas eve religious service. Somebody
asked me the question: “Could you explain to me why some Adventist
churches have special Christmas’ eve services while others do not?”

Frankly, I do not understand why some Adventist churches today
are adopting the popular practice of a church service on Christmas eve.
Incidentally, the term “Christmas” is not used in the Latin languages
like Italian, French, and Spanish. The terms used in these languages are
“Natale, Noel, Navidad,” all of them simply mean “Birth.” By contrast,
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“Christmas” is a compound of two words “Christ + Mass,” and derives
from the special Mass the Catholic Church celebrates on Christmas eve.

Adventist churches that conduct a special evening service on
Christmas eve may not be aware that they are imitating the Catholic
“Christ—Mass” celebrated at midnight of December 24. They may also
ignore the pagan origin of the date of Christ’s birth, which will discussed
later. Most likely, for these churches it may be just a matter of cultural
conformity, namely, the desire to imitate the impressive Christmas eve
services held Catholic and Protestant churches.

The religious celebration of Christmas in Adventist churches is
a recent development. I grew up in Rome, Italy, where we never had a
Christmas tree in our home or church. My father worked regularly on
Christmas day. Our family regarded Christmas as a Catholic festival,
similar to the weekly Sunday, Easter Sunday, the Feast of the Immacu-
late Conception on March 25, the Feast of Mary’s Assumption of August
15, All Saints Day on November 1, etc.

When I first came to the USA in 1960 as a seminary student at
Andrews University, Christmas was primarily the Winter break. I do not
recall much Christmas decorations and celebrations in the churches I
visited during the four years I spent at the seminary from 1960 to 1964.

Gradually things have changed during the past 50 years. This is ev-
ident by the profusely illuminated and decorated front-end area of many
Adventist churches at Christmas time. Some churches seem to compete
with the rich decorations usually found in Greek Orthodox churches.

Frankly, I am not inspired by the elaborate Christmas decorations
and celebration, because as a church historian I am aware of their pagan
origin. Jesus was born in a humble manger. There were no fanciful deco-
rations to celebrate His birth. It would be more in keeping with the set-
ting of His birth, to keep the decorations simple, designed to help people
catch the real spirit of Christ’s humble birth.

It was the celebration of the birth of the Sun-god in ancient Rome
that was accompanied by a profusion of lights and torches and the deco-
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ration of trees. To facilitate the acceptance of the Christian faith by the
pagan masses, the Church of Rome found it expedient to make not only
the Day of the Sun the weekly celebration of Christ’s resurrection, but
also the Birth Day of the Invincible Sun-God on December 25, the annual
celebration of Christ’s birth. This point will be expanded later.

A Witnessing Opportunity

The recognition of the pagan origin of Christmas, with all its lights,
decoration, partying, and celebration, does not mean that it is wrong to
take time to remember the birth of Jesus at this time of the year. After all
it would be well for us to remember every day how Jesus was willing to
leave His glorious heavenly position in order to be born into the human
family as a helpless baby to become our Savior.

No other story grips the human heart as the story of the divine love
manifested in Christ’s willingness to enter into the limitation, suffering,
agony and death of human flesh to become “Emmanuel,” God with us.
Reflecting on the mystery of the incarnation is a worthy daily spiritual
exercise, that can be done also at Christmas time, known in the Christian
world as the “Advent Season,” that is, the season celebrating the First
Advent of the Lord.

In a way the Advent Season offers a unique opportunity to Adven-
tists to help Christians understand the ultimate meaning of Christmas,
which is to be found in the fact that Jesus who came the first time as the
helpless baby of Bethlehem, will come back the second time as the Lord
of Lords and the King of Kings. What this means is that the humble birth
of Jesus in the human family, is the prelude to His glorious return to
dwell with His people throughout the ceaseless ages of eternity. The ul-
timate celebration of the Advent Season awaits us at the glorious Second
Coming of the Lord.

UPDATE ON THE FALSE ALLEGATIONS

During the past few days I have been working on my official re-
sponse to the false allegations made against me by officers of the Pontifi-
cal Gregorian University. Much of the material I have presented in the
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last two newsletters, will be repackaged in a formal document. An Ad-
ventist lawyer will read carefully the document and offer me construc-
tive criticism.

God willing, by the end of this month the document will be mailed
to both the Pontifical Gregorian University and to Bishop James Murray
of Kalamazoo. I will keep you informed on any significant development.
It is my fervent hope and prayer that responsible officials of the Grego-
rian University, will retract their false allegation against me and offer an
apology. My desire is to see a speedy and amicable resolution to unpleas-
ant controversy. Thank you for your prayers.

ALL THE ANNOUNCEMENTS OF WEEKEND SEMINARS AND
THE SPECIAL HOLIDAY OFFERS ARE PLACED AT THE END
OF THIS NEWSLETTER

“Another Look at the Date of Christ’s Birth”
Noel Goh, Pastor and Professor
Methodist Seminary, Singapore

Christmas is a church tradition that celebrates and commemorates
on December 25 the miraculous event of birth of the Son of God from a
virgin’s womb to save the world from sin. It is a festivity that continues
to have a major impact on the commercial world as well as family gath-
erings and gifts giving. Many look forward to this year-end Christmas
break even if the significance of the birth of the Christ child is not fully
appreciated or embraced. The result is a much treasured and much loved
holiday.

Objective of this Study

Recognizing the huge popular sentiment associated both in eccle-
siastical as well as secular circles, this review of whether December 25
is truly the date of Christ’s birth, seeks fresh insights from the written
account available in the Bible for a possible re-dating of Christ’s actual
birth.

Given the weight of tradition and sentiment resting on December
25, it would not be unreasonable to encounter the axiom — “don’t confuse
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me with the facts; my mind is already made up.” Not withstanding that,
allow me to respectfully invite you to an open review of the question:
Was Jesus born on December 25 or at another time?

Many people acknowledge that Christ was not born on December
25. Even Sunday school children participating in nativity plays, espe-
cially as shepherds, realize that it would be much too cold for shepherds
to be outdoors watching their flocks by night in the bleak mid-winter,
even if it is only a milder winter in Israel. Furthermore, many more are
aware of how the origin of Christmas on 25 December derives from the
celebration of the return of the Sun god on the day of the winter sol-
stice—a day which is now corrected to December 21. History records
how the Catholic church stepped in and redeemed an otherwise festival
of great wanton orgy in Roman times and transforming it into a festival
commemorating the birth of the Son of God.

The Focus of Our Study

As we take a fresh look at the Gospels’ account of the nativity, our
concern is to determine, not the year of Christ’s birth, but the approxi-
mate time of the year when it occurred. Simply stated: “Do the scriptural
records offer clues to ascertain a more likely season in the calendar year
when the birth of Jesus would have taken place instead of December
257

In reviewing the infancy narratives in the four gospels, one quick-
ly realizes the limited information on dates that are available. However,
the account by Luke has more details than the other three which should
not surprise us since Luke was a doctor concerned with accuracy. In fact,
the Gospel opens expressing the intent to provide an orderly account of
carefully investigated facts: “Therefore, since I myself have carefully
investigated everything from the beginning, it seemed good also to me
to write an orderly account for you, most excellent Theophilus, so that
you may know the certainty of the things you have been taught” (Luke
1:3-4).

A likely year could be established from Luke 1:5 “in the time of
....” but as mentioned earlier, this is not our primary concern. Suffice to
say that Luke sets the narrative in time and history and introduces the
key player for our consideration.
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The Key Person

His name is Zechariah. We remember him as the father of John
the Baptist, an uncle of Jesus. He became dumb from the time the birth
of his son was announced by the angel in Luke 1:20, until his son was
named on his 8th day nine months later. On returning home after duty,
most likely he did not take time to get his “act” together given the gravity
of this revelation. The cooperation of his wife Elizabeth was obviously
needed, but there was the added difficulty of convincing her without the
use of speech, given that they were also both well along in years and had
no children before. But soon enough, pregnancy occurred and Luke 1:24
gives the first of four time indications.

Four Time Indications

“After this his wife Elizabeth became pregnant and for five months
remained in seclusion” (Luke 1:24). This seclusion may be because of
age or perhaps out of embarrassment at her conception finally happening
and only as it seems when her husband has lost his power of speech.

A month later, Doctor Luke records another major theophany (ap-
pearance of the angel of God into time, space and history). “In the sixth
month, God sent the angel Gabriel to Nazareth, a town in Galilee, to a
virgin pledged to be married to a man named Joseph, a descendant of
David. The virgin’s name was Mary” (Luke 1:26-27).

This is the second time indication occurring in the sixth month of
her cousin Elizabeth’s pregnancy and it happened in a home instead of
the Temple, to a young woman betrothed and awaiting marriage instead
of an elderly priest.

The indication of the sixth month of Elizabeth’s conception should
not be confused with the sixth month of the calendar year, especially as
referring to the month of June in the Gregorian calendar that we are so
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familiar with. Unlike the Gregorian calendar, the Lunar Calendar used
by the Jews as well as the Moslems and the Chinese is based on the sight-
ing of a new moon.

In this theophany, the angel announced to Mary her pregnancy
commencing in the sixth month of her cousin Elizabeth’s. “Even Eliza-
beth your relative is going to have a child in her old age, and she who
was said to be barren is in her sixth month” (Luke 1:36)

This is the third time indication supporting the reference to a time
duration rather than a specified calendar month. The final time indication
is after a further three months. “Mary stayed with Elizabeth for about
three months and then returned home” (Luke 1:56).

Mary'’s visit to Elizabeth was to see for herself and in all probabil-
ity stayed on the remaining three months till the full term of Elizabeth’s
pregnancy, before returning to prepare for her own delivery. She may
have assisted her cousin in the birth of John the Baptist and may even be
present for the eighth day circumcision when the happy father miracu-
lously recovered his speech on confirming the child’s name in writing.

These four biblical references (Luke 1:24, 26, 36 and 56) are the
only explicit references available in the gospel accounts associated with
the timing of Jesus’ birth and they leave the dating rather inconclusive to
say the least.

But since Mary’s conception is related to Elizabeth’s, is there
some indication when Elizabeth’s conception took place six months be-
fore giving a total of (64+9) 15 months later as the date of Jesus’ birth?
The answer is yes albeit not explicitly stated. There appears to be a time
indication in Elizabeth’s conception locked in a key word that requires
the help of an Old Testament passage to unlock.

The Key Word

For this we need to return again to Zechariah, to whom the angel
announced his impending fatherhood in the Temple. The key that un-
locks a plausible time indication is in a single word innocuously located
in Luke 1:5 — “Abijah”: “In the days of Herod. king of Judea, there was
a priest named Zechariah, of the division of Abijah.”
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This is a particular division of the priestly orders which rosters du-
ties in the Temple and has a time sequence within a calendar year. What
is apparent to Doctor Luke and his readers during his time may not be
apparent to us two millennia away and in a setting where our apprecia-
tion of the culture in the Bible needs to also return to our roots in the Old
Testament.

For an understanding of a specific time indication of Zechariah’s
time of duty in the annual priestly roster in the Temple, we need to turn
1 Chronicles 24. This chapter lists the divisions of the priests on duty in
the Temple. The earlier chapter of 1 Chronicles 23 recounts how it was
reserved only for the sons and descendents of the high priest, Aaron.
Aaron had four sons but two died in the incident of offering strange fires
before the Lord and did not have any descendents (v. 2). The remaining
two had, sixteen sons from Eleazar and eight sons from Ithamar, making
a total of twenty-four (v. 4).

The Annual Roster of the Priestly Families Serving at the Temple

In preparing his son, Solomon, to build the Temple, King David
not only arranged for the building materials but also organized these
twenty-four heads of households, the remaining descendents of Aaron
into an annual roster for their priestly duties in the Temple. Assisted by
Zadok and Abimelech (both direct descendents from the two remaining
sons of Aaron), David rostered these twenty-four into divisions accord-
ing to “... their appointed duties in their service” (1 Chron 24:3, 18). This
order was made by drawing lots impartially as to who would go first and
who follows in a chronological sequence (1 Chron 24:5). In the drawing
of their appointed order, Abijah fell on the eighth slot (1 Chron 24:10).

When twenty-four divisions were rostered annually in this way,
each month would have two divisions on duty and Abijah as the eighth
would fall in the second half of the fourth month. I believe we now have
a time indication herein. One question still remains. Do we know when
these priestly duties commence in the calendar year? Was it in January
when we traditionally begin the new year of the Gregorian calendar?

To refer to January would be altogether strange and unknown to
King David and all the priests so rostered at that time and later on until
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the time of Jesus in the New Testament. The Jews as we intimated earlier,
follow the lunar calendar consisting of twelve lunar months, in which
there are two new years: the religious New Year that began in their
month of Nissan and the civil New Year that began in their month of
Tishre, seven months from Nissan. As you may recall, it was on the 14th
day of Nissan that the Feast of Passover was and is celebrated. Since
this is a priestly order, it is likely the priests began their roster with this
month of Nissan. Thus, Abijah would be scheduled to serve in the second
half of the fourth month.

Tabulating the chronology and correlating the Jewish calendar
with our Gregorian calendar, we can summarize as follows:

Jewish Gregorian
Calendar Calendar
1 | Zechariah on duty (v.5) 4th month Tammaz June -July
Angel appears (vv. 8-11)
2 | After duty, Zechariah returns home (v. 23) 5th month Abraham July -
Elizabeth conceives (v. 24) August
3 | 6 months later Mary conceives (v.26) 10th month Tebeth December
January
4 | 3 months later is birth of John the Baptist 13th, that is, Nissan March -
1st month of April
following year
5 | 6 months later is the birth of Jesus 19th, that is, Tishre September
7th month of October
following year

The Month of Tishre

It appears the birth of Jesus is more likely to be in the fall season
of the year, some time in the months of September and October in our
Gregorian calendar. That it falls in the month of Tishre for the Jewish
calendar is even more significant.

The month of Tishre as the seventh month in the Jewish/Hebrew
calendar is a very special month in autumn. This is the only month that
begins with one of the seven feasts of the Lord (Lev 23:24) called the
Feast of Trumpets. Ten days after this new moon sighting (considered
as ten days of holy awe) the most holy day in the whole calendar year is
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observed, called Yom Kippur (Day of Atonement). Five days later, begins
the final of the seven Feasts of the Lord, called the Feast of Tabernacles.
This is the most joyous of all of the feast with a distinct command at-
tached to it to rejoice. It begins on the fifteenth and lasts eight days.
The Feast of Tabernacles marks the final ingathering of the harvest. And
so the whole seventh month has a special significance, not unlike the
significance of the seventh day (Sabbath) or the seventh weeks from the
Passover to Pentecost.

The word “tabernacle” has a corroborating significance in the Gos-
pel of John. In John 1:14, the apostle declares that the “word,” referring
to Jesus, became flesh and made his dwelling among us. In speaking of
the incarnation (God became flesh), the word “dwelling” is sometimes
also translated “tabernacle” as Jesus “tabernacled” in our midst. Could
it be that Jesus’ birth occurred on the Feast of Tabernacle, the fifteenth
of Tishre and His circumcision took place eight days later when Jesus is
taken to the Temple?

The Conclusion

The Tabernacle given to Moses to build in the wilderness was ex-
pressly intended for God to dwell in the midst of the people for the cen-
trality of worship in their newly constituted theocratic nationhood (Ex
25:8,9). And so when He whose name is Emmanuel — God with us (Matt
1:23) was born, He dwelt with us so that we may as John puts it in verse
14, “behold His glory, the glory of the One and only begotten of the fa-
ther, full of grace and truth.”

Therefore could the idea of “tabernacling” albeit an archaic word,
also offers us a clue as to the more likely time of the calendar year for
Jesus coming in His First Advent as well as in His Second Advent? Per-
haps the relevance of this review is not just one of historical accuracy but
also of eschatological alignment, by proposing not only a review but also
a renewal.
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Editorial Comment

Prof. Goh’s proposal deserves serious consider consideration, es-
pecially since it shows a possible link between the time of Christ’s birth
in September/October and the Feast of Tabernacle, which had a clear
messianic typology. The latter point is developed in my essay that you
about to read.

“The Date and Meaning of Christmas”

Samuele Bacchiocchi, Ph. D.,

Retired Professor of Church History and Theology,
Andrews University

The term “Christmas” is not found in the Bible. It derives from
“Christ + Mass,” that is, from the Mass Catholics celebrate in honor of
Christ’s birth on the night of December 24. Surprisingly, there is no men-
tion in the New Testament of any the celebration of the anniversary of
the birth of Christ. The Gospels’ accounts of Jesus’ birth are very brief,
consisting only of few verses. By contrast, the accounts of what is known
as “The Passion Week,” are lengthier, taking several chapters.

According to some estimates about one third of each Gospel is de-
voted to the Passion Week. It is evident that from the perspective of the
Gospel writers, Christ’s death is more important for our salvation than
His birth. The reason is that through His atoning death Christ secured our
eternal salvation. Yet, Christians today tend to celebrate more the birth of
Christ than His death. Perhaps the reason is that the birth of a Child De-
liverer captures the imagination more than the death of a Savior. Society
celebrates births, not deaths.

The Early Christians commemorated annually Christ’s death and
resurrection at Passover, but we have no clear indications of an annual
celebration of Christ’s birth. A major controversy erupted in the latter
part of the second century over the Passover date, but the date of Christ’s
birth did not become an issue until sometimes in the fourth century. At
that time the dispute centered primarily over two dates for Christ’s birth:
December 25 promoted by the Church of Rome and January 6, known as
the Epiphany, observed by the Eastern churches. “Both these days,” as



The Date and Meaning of Christ’s Birth 13

Oscar Cullmann points out, “were pagan festivals whose meaning pro-
vided a starting point for the specifically Christian conception of Christ-
mas.”!

The Date of Christ’s Birth

It is a recognized fact that the adoption of the date of December
25th by the Western Church to commemorate Christ’s birth was influ-
enced by the pagan celebration of the return of the sun after the winter
solstice. More will be said later about the factors which influenced the
adoption of this date. At this juncture it is important to note that the date
of December 25 is totally devoid of Biblical meaning and is grossly inac-
curate as far as the actual time of Christ’s birth.

If, as it is generally agreed, Christ’s ministry began when He was
about thirty years of age (Luke 3:23) and lasted three and one-half years
until His death at Passover (March/April), then by backtracking we ar-
rive at the months of September/October, rather than to December 25.?
Indirect support for a September/October dating of Christ’s birth is pro-
vided also by the fact that from November to February shepherds did not
watch their flocks at night in the fields. They brought them into a protec-
tive corral called a “sheepfold.” Hence, December 25 is a most unlikely
date for the birth of Christ.?

The most likely date of Christ’s birth is in the latter part of Sep-
tember or the beginning of October. This date corresponds to the time of
the Feast of Tabernacles, known also as the Feast of Booths. This feast
was the last and most important pilgrimage of the year for the Jews. The
overcrowded conditions at the time of Christ’s birth (“there was no place
for them in the inn” —Luke 2:7) could be related not only to the census
taken by the Romans at that time, but also to the many pilgrims that over-
run the area especially during the Feast of Tabernacles.

Bethlehem is only four miles from Jerusalem. “The Romans,”
notes Barney Kasdan, “were known to take their censuses according to
the prevailing custom of the occupied territories. Hence, in the case of Is-
rael, they would opt to have the people report to their provinces at a time
that would be convenient for them. There is no apparent logic to calling
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the census in the middle of winter. The more logical time of taxation
would be after the harvest, in the fall,”* when people had in their hands
the revenue of their harvest.

Christ’s Birth at the Time of the Feast of Tabernacles

Support for the belief that Christ was born at the time of the Feast
of Tabernacles, which occurs in late September or early October, is pro-
vided not only by chronological considerations of Christ’s life and Zach-
ariah’s time of service at the Temple discussed by Prof. Goh, but also
by Messianic themes of the Feast of Tabernacles. Being the Feast that
celebrated in one sense God’s past tabernacling or dwelling among His
people with the cloud by day and the flaming fire by night, it served to
foreshadow the day when the Son of God would become flesh and taber-
nacle among us (John 1:14).

It is important to remember that the seven annual Feasts of an-
cient Israel were designed to illustrate important events of salvation his-
tory. Those who are interested to study in greater depth how the Feasts
of Israel reveal the unfolding of the Plan of Salvation, are encouraged
to read my two volumes God’s Festivals in Scripture and History. The
first volume on The Spring Festivals shows how Passover, Unleavened
Bread, and Pentecost, point to the redemptive accomplishment of the
first Advent, namely, Christ’s Atoning death, His resurrection, ascension,
inauguration of His heavenly ministry, and sending of the Holy Spirit.

The second volume on The Fall Festivals explain how the Fall
feasts of Trumpets, Atonement, and Tabernacles point to the consum-
mation of redemption, namely, the judgment, the final disposition of sin,
and the Second Advent when Christ will come to gather his people and
dwell with them in a restored world.

Christ’s First Coming to dwell among us in human flesh, serves
as a prelude and guarantee of His Second Coming to dwell among the
redeemed in divine glory. Both events, as we shall see, are typified by
the Feast of Tabernacles. Adventist eschatology is largely based on the
typology of the Day of Atonement. The Fall Festivals broadens the ty-
pological basis of Adventist eschatology by showing the contribution of
the other two Fall Feasts of Trumpets and Tabernacles to the unfolding
of the consummation of redemption.
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Incidentally, our Adventist doctrine of the pre-Advent judgement
is based solely on the typology of the Day of Atonement. The problem is
that we tend to squeeze too much into the Day of Atonement: the begin-
ning of the judgement, the process of the judgement, the completion of
the judgement, and the Return of Jesus. A careful study of the Fall Festi-
vals show that the judgement process began with the Feast of the Trum-
pet, which announced the beginning of the judgement with the blasting
of the Shofar throughout the land. The judgement terminated 10 days
later with the cleansing of the people from sin on the Day of Atonement.
Five days later began the Feast of Tabernacles, a time to rejoice for the
redemptive accomplishments of the First and Second Advent. You will
find an extensive discussion of this subject in The Fall Festivals.

It is noteworthy that important events of the plan of salvation are
consistently fulfilled on the Holy Days that prefigured them. Christ died
on the Cross at the time when the Passover lamb was sacrificed (John
19:14). Christ arose at the time of the waving of the sheaf of barley as
the first fruits of the coming harvest (1 Cor 15:23). The outpouring of the
first fruits of God’s Holy Spirit took place “when the day of Pentecost
was fully come” (Acts 2:1, KJV). By the same token, Christ could well
have been born at the time of the Feast of Tabernacles, since the feast
typifies God’s First Coming to dwell among us through the incarnation
of His Son and His Second Coming to dwell with His people (Rev 21:3)
throughout eternity.

Growth in Meaning of the Feast of Tabernacles

The Feast of Tabernacles in the Old and New Testament grows
in its meaning and function during the course of redemptive history. It
began in the Old Testament as the Fall Feast of the Harvest Ingathering
to express thanksgiving to God for the bounties of the fruit harvest. It
became the Feast of Booths to commemorate the way God sheltered the
Israelites with the “booth” of His presence during their sojourning in the
wilderness.

The celebration of the material blessings of the harvest and of the
spiritual blessings of the divine sheltering during the exodus experience,
served to foreshadow the blessings of the Messianic age when “there
shall be neither cold nor frost . . . continuous day . . . living water, and
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. .. security (Zech 14:6, 7, 11). A highlight of the Messianic age would
be the annual gathering of all the surviving nations “to keep the feast of
booths” (Zech 14:16) in order to celebrate the establishment of God’s
universal Kingdom.

The rich typology of the Feast of Tabernacles finds in the New Tes-
tament both a Christological and an eschatological fulfillment. Christo-
logically, the feast serves to reveal the Incarnation and mission of Christ.
Jesus is God’s ultimate tabernacle for in Him God tabernacled among
men (John 1:14). He is the living water (John 7:37-38) typified by the
water ceremony of the Feast of Tabernacles. He is also the Light of the
World (John 8:12) typified by the night illumination of the Temple dur-
ing the Feast. Indeed, through Christ the blessings typified by the Feast
of Tabernacles have become a reality for every believer.

Eschatologically, the Feast of Tabernacles serves to represent
God’s protection of His people through the trials and tribulation of this
present life until they reach the heavenly Promised Land. There God
will shelter the redeemed with the booth of His protective presence (Rev
7:15) and dwell with them for all eternity (Rev 21:3). As the ancient Isra-
elites “rejoiced before the Lord” (Lev 23:40) at the Feast of Tabernacles
by waving palm branches, singing, playing instruments, and feasting, so
the countless multitude of the redeemed will rejoice before the throne
of God, by waving palm branches (Rev 7:9), singing anthems of praise
(Rev 7:10; 14:3; 15:2-4; 19:1-3), playing harps (Rev 14:2), and partici-
pating in the great marriage supper of the Lamb (Rev 19:9).

Ideal Time for the Birth of Jesus

The Feast of Tabernacles was the ideal time for the birth of Jesus
because it was called “the season of our joy.” The emphasis on the joy-
fulness of the feast is found in the instructions given in Deuteronomy
16:13-14: “You shall keep the feast of booths seven days, when you
make your ingathering from your threshing floor and your wine press.
You shall rejoice in your feast, you and your son and your daughter, your
manservant and your maidservant, the Levite, the sojourner, the father-
less, and the widow who are within your towns.”
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In contrast to the Feasts of Trumpets and Atonement which were
a time of introspection and repentance, the Feast of Booths was a time
of rejoicing. The festive atmosphere reflected the Israelites’ thankfulness
for both material and spiritual blessings. The explicit reason for rejoicing
is given in Deuteronomy 16:15: “because the Lord your God will bless
you in all your produce and in all the work of your hands, so that you will
be altogether joyful.” It is not surprising that the rabbis called the feast
“The Season of our Joy” (Zeman Simhatenu).

Ellen White notes that the reason for rejoicing was more than just
the bounties of the harvest. She writes: “The feast was to be preemi-
nently an occasion for rejoicing. It occurred just after the great Day of
Atonement, when the assurance had been given that their iniquity should
be remembered no more. At peace with God, they now came before Him
to acknowledge His goodness and praise Him for His mercy. The labor
of harvest being ended, and the toils of the new year not yet begun, the
people were free from care, and could give themselves up to the sacred,
joyous influences of the hour.””

The reason for the rejoicing was not only because of the material
blessings of the harvest gathered in, but also because of the spiritual
blessing of God’s protection and abiding presence. The foliage of the
booths during which the Israelites lived for seven days during the Feast,
reminded them that God will protect the faithful remnant during the time
of trouble by sheltering them with the cloud by day and the flaming fire
by night: “It will be for a shade [sakkath] by day from the heat, and for a
refuge and shelter from the storm and the rain” (Is 4:6). In this context,
the cloud and fire of God’s presence function as a protecting booth over
His people.

Being the season of rejoicing for the blessings of the harvest and
of God’s protective presence, the Feast of Tabernacles provided the ideal
setting for the birth of Jesus—the One who came to well among the peo-
ple in person. The themes of rejoicing relate perfectly to the terminology
used by the angel to announce Christ’s birth: “Behold, I bring you good
news of a great joy which will come to all the people” (Luke 2:10). As
“the season of our joy,” the Feast of Tabernacles provided the ideal set-
tings for breaking “the good news of a great joy” for all the people, since
the feast was also a celebration for all the nations (Zech 14:16).
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A final interesting sideline supporting the possibility that Christ
was born at the very time of the Feast of Tabernacles, is the reference
to the wise men that came from the East to visit Christ (Matt 2:1). The
land of the East is most likely Babylon, where many Jews still lived at
the time of Christ’s birth. Only a remnant of the Jews returned from the
Babylonian exile to Palestine during the Persian period. The wise men,
most likely, were rabbis known in Hebrew as chakamin, which means
wise men.

We are told that the wise men made their journey from the East to
Bethlehem because they had seen “the star in the East” (Matt 2:1). Watch-
ing the stars was associated especially with the Feast of Tabernacles. In
fact, the roof of the booth was built with leafy branches carefully spaced
so that they would screen out the sunlight without blocking the visibility
of the stars. The people watched for the stars at night during the feast
because of the prophecy “a star shall come out of Jacob” (Num 24:17). It
is possible that it was during the Feast of Tabernacles, the special season
of star watching, that the wise men saw the Messianic star and “rejoiced
exceedingly with great joy” (Matt 2:10).

In the light of the foregoing considerations, most likely Christ’s
birth coincided with the Feast of Tabernacles. Being the feast of thanks-
giving for God’s willingness to protect His people with the tabernacle of
His presence during the wilderness sojourning, it could serve fittingly to
celebrate Christ’s willingness to become a human being and pitch His
tent among us in order to become our Savior.

The implications of this conclusion are self-evident. The Feast of
Tabernacles in late September/October provides Christians today with
much more accurate Biblical timing and typology for celebrating Christ’s
birth, than the pagan dating of December 25th. The latter date not only is
removed from the actual time of Christ’s birth, but is also derived from
the pagan celebration of the return of the sun after the winter solstice.
Why celebrate the birth of Jesus at the wrong time of December 25th,—a
date derived from pagan sun-worship—when the Bible provides us with
a more appropriate timing and typology for commemorating such an im-
portant event?
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Ellen White encourages the celebration of the Feast of Tabernacles.
She writes: “Well would it be for the people of God at the present time
to have a Feast of Tabernacles—a joyous commemoration of the bless-
ings of God to them. As the children of Israel celebrated the deliverance
that God had wrought for their fathers, and His miraculous preservation
of them during their journeying from Egypt, so should gratefully call to
mind the various ways He has devised for bringing us out of the world,
and from the darkness of error, into the precious light of His grace and
truth.”®

Some Historical Support for Christ’s Birth at the Feast of Taber-
nacles

The connection between Christ’s birth and the Feast of Taberna-
cles proposed above, may at first appear astonishing, but it has been pro-
posed not only by modern authors’ but also by early Christian Fathers.
In his classic study The Bible and Liturgy, Jean Daniélou discusses the
connection between the Feast of Tabernacles and that of the Nativity in
the writings of some Church Fathers.® He notes, for example, that in his
Sermon on the Nativity, Gregory of Nazianzus (A. D. 329-389) connects
the Feast of the Nativity of December 25th with the Feast of Tabernacle:
“The subject of today’s feast (25th December) is the true Feast of Taber-
nacles. Indeed, in this feast, the human tabernacle was built up by Him
who put on human nature because of us. Our tabernacles, which were
struck down by death, are raised up again by Him Who built our dwell-
ing from the beginning. Therefore, harmonizing our voices with that of
David, let us also sing the Psalm: ‘Blessed is He Who comes in the name
of the Lord’ [Ps 118:26. This verse was sung during the procession of the
Feast of Tabernacles].””

For Gregory the Feast of Tabernacles finds its fulfillment in the
Incarnation. Commenting on this text, Dani€lou writes: “The coming of
Christ, His birth, thus is seen to be the inauguration of the true Feast of
Tabernacles. Here appears a new harmony: the scenai [Greek for ‘the
tent’], the human dwelling at the beginning, have been struck by sin. . .
. Christ comes to raise them up, to restore human nature, to inaugurate
the true Feast of Tabernacles prefigured in Jewish liturgy. And the begin-
ning of this Scenopegia [Feast of Tabernacles] is the Incarnation itself
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in which, according to St. John, Christ built the tabernacles of His own
Body (John 1:14). It does indeed seem as if it were this term of St. John
which makes the connection between the feast of the scenai [Taberna-
cles] and the feast of the Birth of Christ.”!°

Daniélou finds that traces of the patristic connection between the
Feast of Tabernacles and that of the Nativity still survive in the current
use of the Messianic verses 23, 28, 29 of Psalm 118 during “the Gradual
of the Second Mass of Christmas” celebrated in Catholic Churches. He
concludes: “It is indeed at Christmas that the eschatological tabernacle
was built for the first time, when the Word ‘established His dwelling
amongst us’ and the unity of men and angels was restored when the an-
gels visited the shepherds.”!!

Unfortunately, the connection between Christ’s birth and the Feast
of Tabernacles was gradually lost as the pagan symbology of the sun dis-
placed the Biblical typology of the Feast of Tabernacles. The attempt of
the Fathers to connect the Feast of Tabernacles with Christmas was not
successful because the two feasts differ in origin, meaning, and author-
ity. By adopting the date of December 25th, which was the pagan feast of
the birthday of the Invincible Sun (dies natalis Solis Invicti),'* the Chris-
tological meaning of the Feast of Tabernacles was gradually lost—as
indicated by the fact that today nobody thinks of Christmas as being the
antitypical fulfillment of the Feast of Tabernacles, when Christ became
flesh and tabernacled with us, in order to accomplish His redemptive
plan to tabernacle with us throughout eternity in the world to come.

The Pagan Origin of Date of Christmas

The adoption of the 25th of December for the celebration of Christ-
mas is perhaps the most explicit example of Sun-worship’s influence on
the Christian liturgical calendar. It is a known fact that the pagan feast
of the dies natalis Solis Invicti—the birthday of the Invincible Sun, was
held on that date."* Do Christian sources openly admit the borrowing of
the date of such a pagan festivity? Generally not. To admit borrowing a
pagan festival, even after due reinterpretation of its meaning, would be
tantamount to an open betrayal of the faith. This the Fathers were anx-
ious to avoid.
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An exception is the comment of an unknown Syrian writer who
wrote in the margin of the Expositio in Evangelia of Barsalibaeus as fol-
lows: “It was a solemn rite among the pagans to celebrate the festival of
the rising of the sun on this very day, December 25th. Furthermore, to
augment the solemnity of the day, they were accustomed to kindle fires,
to which rites they were accustomed to invite and admit even Christian
people. When therefore the Teachers observed that Christians were in-
clined to this custom, they contrived a council and established on this
day the festival of the true Rising”!*

The commemoration of the birth of the Sun-god was not easily
forgotten by Christians. Augustine and Leo the Great strongly repri-
manded those Christians who at Christmas worshipped the Sun rather
than the birth of Christ.!*> Therefore, it is well to keep in mind that in the
investigation of the influence of the Sun-cults on the Christian liturgy,
the most we can hope to find are not direct but indirect indications. This
warning applies not only for the date of Christmas but for that of Sunday
as well.

In his dissertation The Cult of Sol Invictus, Gaston H. Halsberghe
similarly concludes: “The authors whom we consulted on this point are
unanimous in admitting the influence of the pagan celebration held in
honor of Deus Sol Invictus on the 25th of December, the Natalis Invicti,
on the Christian celebration of Christmas. This influence is held to be
responsible for the shifting to the 25th of December of the birth of Christ,
which had until then been held on the day of the Epiphany, the 6th of
January. The celebration of the birth of the Sun god, which was accom-
panied by a profusion of light and torches and the decoration of branches
and small trees, had captivated the followers of the cult to such a degree
that even after they had been converted to Christianity they continued to
celebrate the feast of the birth of the Sun god.”!¢

Rome and the Origin of Sunday, Easter Sunday and Christmas

Let us note that the Church of Rome pioneered not only the obser-
vance of Sunday and Easter-Sunday, but also the new date of December
25 for the celebration of Christ’s birth. In fact the first explicit indication
that on the 25th of December Christians celebrated Christ’s birthday, is
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found in a Roman document known as Chronograph of 354 (a calendar
attributed to Fuzious Dionysius Philocalus), where it says: “VIII Kal.
Jan. natus Christus in Betleem Judaeae— On the eighth calends of Janu-
ary [i.e., December 25th] Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea.”"’

That the Church of Rome introduced and championed this new
date, is accepted by most scholars. For instance, Mario Righetti, a re-
nowned Catholic liturgist who is the author of the standard four volumes
set on Storia Liturgica—A History of Liturgy, writes: “After the peace
the Church of Rome, to facilitate the acceptance of the faith by the pa-
gan masses, found it convenient to institute the 25th of December as the
feast of the temporal birth of Christ, to divert them from the pagan feast,
celebrated on the same day in honor of the “Invincible Sun” Mithras, the
conqueror of darkness.”!®

In the Orient, however, the birth and the baptism of Jesus were
celebrated respectively on January 5 and 6. B. Botte, a Belgian Benedic-
tine scholar, in a significant study concludes that this date also evolved
from an originally pagan feast, namely Epiphany, which commemorated
the birth and growth of light.!® It was not an easy task for the Church of
Rome to get the Eastern churches to accept the new date of December
25th, since many of them “firmly adhered to the practice of observing the
festival of Christ’s birth in its old form as an Epiphany festival on Janu-
ary 5th-6th.”%

It would take us beyond our immediate scope to trace the process
of adoption by the various Christian communities of the Roman Christ-
mas date of December 25. It will be sufficient to notice that the adoption
of the date of December 25th for the celebration of Christ’s birth shows
not only of the influence of the Sun-cult, but also of the primacy exerted
by the Church of Rome in promoting the adoption of the pagan holidays
of Dies Solis (the Day of the Sun) and Natalis Solis Invicti (the birthday
of the Invincible Sun) held on December 25. The fact that both Christmas
(Christ + Mass) and Sunday (Dies Solis) were pagan holy days adopted
and promoted by the Catholic church, should cause Adventists to ponder
on the legitimacy of their observance.
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Conclusion

The birth of Jesus is of incomparable importance to the Christian
faith. Without the birth of Christ there would be no baptism, death, resur-
rection, ascension, outpouring of the Holy Spirit, Christ’s intercession in
the heavenly sanctuary, and Second Advent.

The date of Christ’s birth most likely coincided with the Feast of
Tabernacles that falls late in September or early in October. Being the
feast of thanksgiving for God’s willingness to protect His people with
the tabernacle of His presence during the wilderness sojourning, it could
serve fittingly to celebrate Christ’s willingness to become a human being
and pitch His tent among us in order to become our Savior.

The time of the Feast of Tabernacles provides Christians today with
a more accurate Biblical timing and typology for celebrating Christ’s
birth, than the pagan dating of December 25th. The latter date not only is
removed from the actual time of Christ’s birth, but is also derived from
the pagan celebration of the birth of the Sun-god. Why celebrate Christ’s
birth at the wrong time of the year because of a pagan tradition, when we
can observe it at the right season on the basis of sound biblical reasons?

From a biblical perspective the birth of Jesus is connected with
three major themes: (1) adoration and worship (Luke 2:8-12); (2) the
giving of gifts to God (Matt 2:1-11); and proclamation of peace and
goodwill (Luke 2:13-14). May our celebration of Christ’s birth, at any
time of the year, incorporate these essential elements: worship, giving,
and praise.
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UPCOMING WEEKEND SEMINARS

As a service to our subscribers, I am listing the date and the location
of the upcoming seminars for the month of December 2006 and January
2007. I wish to extend my personal, warm invitation to all who are able
to attend one of the followings rallies.

DECEMBER 8-9: LOS ANGELES: SPANISH-AMERICAN SDA
CHURCH

Location: 1815 Bridge Street, Los Angeles, California 90033. For
information call Pastor Guillermo Quiroz at (714) 522-0296

DECEMBER 15-16: HAMILTON MOUNTAIN SDA CHURCH
Location: 284 Concession Street, Hamilton, ON L9C 7N7, Canada.
For information call Pastor Wesley Torres at (905) 304-9024.

JANUARY 5-6: MINNEAPOLIS: UNITED SDA CHURCH
Location: 4990 Nathan Lane North, Plymouth, MN 55442.
For information call Pastor Daniel Munene Mwangi at (763) 245-3193

JANUARY 12-13: KITCHENER-WATERLOO SDA CHURCH
Location: 235 Williamsburg, Kitchener, ON N2E 1K8, Canada.
For information call Pastor Jiwan Moon at 519-893-6818
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JANUARY 19-20: ST. LOUIS: NORTHSIDE SDA CHURCH
Location: 9001 Lucas-Hunt Drive, St. Louis, MO 63136

For information call Pastor Eddie Polite at (314) 868-0707 or (314)
226-3186

ANNOUNCEMENTS OF SERVICES AND PRODUCTS

SPECIAL HOLIDAY OFFER ON THE 6 ALBUMS CONTAINING
ALL OF DR. BACCHIOCCHI’S PUBLICATIONS AND RECORD-
INGS: ONLY $100.00, INSTEAD OF $700.00 UNTIL DEC 31, 2006

In occasion of the release of the new DVD album on Cracking the
Da Vinci Code, 1 am pleased to offer you the complete package of all
my DVD and CD recordings, consisting of 6 Albums, for only $100.00,
instead of the regular price of $700.00. This is a one-time incredible
HOLIDAY offer valid only until December 31, 2006.

You can see the picture of all the SIX ALBUMS and read a
detailed description of them, just by clicking at this URL address:
http://www.biblicalperspectives.com/holidayoffer.htm

You can order the complete package of 6 DVD and CD Albums
for only $100.00, instead of the regular price of $700.00, in four differ-
ent ways:

(1) Online: By clicking here: http://www.biblicalperspectives.com/
holidayoffer.htm

(2) Phone: By calling us at (269) 471-2915 to give us your credit
card number and postal address.

(3) Email: By emailing your order to <sbacchiocchi@biblicalperspe
ctives.com>. Be sure to provide your postal address, credit card number,
and expiration date.

(4) Regular Mail: By mailing a check for $150.00 to BIBLICAL
PERSPECTIVES, 4990 Appian Way, Berrien Springs, Michigan 4990,
USA. We guarantee to process your order immediately.
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SPECIAL HOLIDAY OFFER ON THE PACKAGE OF ALL THE
18 BOOKS BY DR. BACCHIOCCHI FOR $150.00, INSTEAD OF
$455.00

The package consists of 18 books which represent Dr. Bacchiocchi’s
lifetime of research and writings. The 18 books are offered for only
$150.00, instead of the regular price of $455.00. Several books in the
package make a perfect Holiday Gift. For example, you may wish to give
The Marriage Covenant to a couple who is facing marital conflicts. Many
couple claim to have been reconciled after reading this book.

You may to give Wine in the Bible to people with drinking problems,
It is a powerful book that helps people understand the reasons for the
biblical imperative of total abstinence.

You may wish to give Christian Dress and Adornment to people who
wear even to church very revealing clothes. Itis a timely book that helps
people understand the biblical teachings regarding our outward appear-
ance.

You may wish to give The Christian and Rock Music to people who
are addicted torock music. Itisacompelling symposium by 7 international
scholars who help people understand the mental, physical, and spiritual
impact of rock music.

In the package of 18 books you will find ideal books to give to
people who need help in various aspects of their lives. By buying them
as a package you pay only $8.00 per book, instead of the regular price of
$25.00. Just think how many gifts you can make at a bargain price with
the whole package of the 18 books.

You can see the picture of all the 18 books and read a detailed
description of them, just by clicking at this URL address:
http://www.biblicalperspectives.com/Merchant2/merchant.
mvc?Screen=PROD&Store_Code=bookstore&Product_Code=SP-1&Cat-
egory_Code=specials

You can order the complete package of the 18 books for only
$150.00, instead of the regular price of $455.00, in four different ways:
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(2) Phone: By calling us at (269) 471-2915 to give us your credit
card number and postal address.

(3) Email: By emailing your order to <sbacchiocchi@biblicalperspe
ctives.com>. Be sure to provide your postal address, credit card number,
and expiration date.

(4) Regular Mail: By mailing a check for $150.00 to BIBLICAL
PERSPECTIVES, 4990 Appian Way, Berrien Springs, Michigan 4990,
USA. We guarantee to process your order immediately.

CD-ROM WITH PROF. JON PAULIEN BOOKS & ARTICLES

Prof. Jon Paulien is one of the most respected Adventist scholars.
Besides serving as the chairman of the New Testament at Andrews Uni-
versity Theological Seminary, he writes and lectures extensively in many
parts of the world.

Until now Prof. Paulien books and articles were available only
in a printed form, often unavailable at local ABC stores. In view of my
indebtedness to Prof. Paulien’s scholarship, I have offered to help him to
place all of his books and articles on a CD disk. This makes it possible
with the ACROBAT global search, to locate immediately what he has
written on biblical texts or current topics.

The newly released CD-ROM contains more than a dozen of books
and scores of articles written by Prof. Paulien during the past 20 years of
research. You will find in this collection a priceless resource to enrich your
understanding and experience of biblical truths. Prof. Paulien examines
fundamental biblical beliefs in a profound and yet popular way. He is a
recognized expert on the book of Revelation. Several of his books will
help you to unlock the secrets of Revelation.

The special introductory offer of the newly released CD-ROM AL-
BUM with all of Prof. Paulien books and articles is only $35.00 instead
of the regular price of $50.00. The price includes the airmailing expenses
to any overseas destination.
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To order the newly released CD ALBUM with all of Prof. Paulien
books and articles, simply click here: http://www.biblicalperspectives.
com/PaulienAD/

If you have a problem ordering online, email us your order at
<sbacchiocchi@biblicalperspectives.com>, giving us your address, credit
card number, and expiration date. You can also order by phone, calling us
at (269) 471-2915. We will take your order by phone.

INCREDIBLE NEW OFFERS ON HITACHI PROJECTORS

Lately HITACHI has given an additional discount on their projec-
tors to help especially our churches and schools in developing countries.
This is the special offer on the following three models:

CP-X260 HIGH RESOLUTION 2500 LUMENS - Only $1195.00
Previous SDA price for the 2500 lumens was $2595.00.

CP-X444 HIGH RESOLUTION 3200 LUMENS - Only $1895.00
Previous SDA price for the 3200 lumens was $3295.00.

CP-X1250 HIGH RESOLUTION 4500 LUMENS - Only $3795.00
Previous SDA price for the 4500 lumens was $4900.00.

WARRANTY: The above prices include a 3 years 24/7 replacement
warranty that is worth about $285.00.You can order these projectors in
four ways:

You can order the HITACHI projectors by calling us at (269) 471-
2915. We will be able to quote you the latest offer from HITACHI and
take your order by phone.

NEW TOSHIBA LAPTOP TECRA A8-EZ8312

This is the latest TOSHIBA laptop desgned for professionals who
want speed and reliability. These are the specifications: Duo processor
1.66Hz, Memory size 512MB, Monitor size 15.4”, Resolution 1280x800,
Hard drive 60GB, Optical drive CD-RW/DVD-Rom, Wireless, 3-USB
ports, Microsoft Office and Microsoft Works software. The special price
is $895.00, plus shipping expenses.
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You can order the TECRA A8-EZ8312 in four ways:

(1) Online: By clicking here: http://www.biblicalperspectives.com/
Toshiba/Notebooks.html

(2) Phone: By calling us at (269) 471-2915 to give us your credit
card number and postal address.

(3) Email: By emailing your order to <sbacchiocchi@biblicalpers
pectives.com>.

(4) Regular Mail: By mailing a check to BIBLICAL PERSPEC-
TIVES, 4990 Appian Way, Berrien Springs, Michigan 4990, USA. We
guarantee to process your order immediately.

THE MOST POWERFUL REMOTE PRESENTER

If you are looking for an outstanding REMOTE for your PowerPoint
presentations, you will be pleased to know HONEY WELL has just come
out with the smallest and most powerful remote in the market.

The size of the transmitter is smaller than a credit card. You can stick
it inside the palm of your hand and nobody can see it. I tested the remote
in an open environment, and the radio signal can go up to 400 feet of
distance. IT IS INCREDIBLE! The transmitter has three button: forward,
backward, and laser.

You can order online thenew POWERPOINT PRESENTER simply by
clickinghere: http://www.biblicalperspectives.com/Merchant2/merchant.
mvc?Screen=CTGY &Store_Code=bookstore&Category_Code=RP

If you have a problem ordering online, simply call us at (269) 471-
2915. We will take your order by phone.

You can also email us your order at <sbacchiocchi@biblicalperspe
ctives.com>, giving us your address, credit card number, and expiration
date.
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DOES YOUR CHURCH OR SCHOOL NEED A SCREEN?

If your church/school is looking for a screen, the DA-LITE
SCREEN COMPANY, the largest manufacture of screens in the world,
has agreed to offer their line of screens to our Adventist churches and
schools at a about 30% discount.

The procedure is very simple. Visit the DA-LITE SCREEN COM-
PANY website at http://www.da-lite.com. You will see hundreds of mod-
els of screens with their respective prices. Once you find the screen that
you need, give us the model number by phone (269) 471-2915 or email
your request <sbacchiocchi@biblicalperspectives.com> We will forward
your order immediately to DA-LITE that will ship the screen directly to
your address. You will receive the screen at about 30% discount.



